
HRPDC Executive Committee Meeting – June 18, 2015 

AGENDA NOTE – HRPDC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
ITEM #6: DUTCH DIALOGUES UPDATE  
 
SUBJECT: 
A “Dutch Dialogues” workshop will be held in Hampton Roads on June 19-23, 2015.  
Commissioners are encouraged to attend the opening session (June 19th from 9 a.m.-12 
p.m.) and closing session (June 23rd from 9 a.m.-12 p.m.) at the Slover library in Norfolk.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
Dutch Dialogues (www.dutchdialogues.com) were conceived by David Waggonner, 
Principal of Waggonner and Ball Architects, and the Netherlands Embassy in Washington, 
D.C., to bring together Dutch urban designers, engineers, landscape architects, planners, 
academics, and government officials to engage with American counterparts to explore 
solutions for flood risk reduction, infrastructure with multiple benefits, resiliency, and 
smart redevelopment. In New Orleans, the Dutch Dialogues eventually led to the 
development of the Greater New Orleans Urban Water Plan (www.livingwithwater.com), 
and in New York, this approach was used to inform the Rebuild by Design Competition 
(www.rebuildbydesign.org) 
 
The Dutch Dialogue workshop in Hampton Roads will focus on two sites: the Tidewater 
District of Norfolk and the Newmarket Creek watershed in Hampton and Newport News. 
The workshop will be held at the Slover Library in Norfolk with the following schedule: 
 

9 AM.-Noon Friday, June 19th Opening Session 
9 AM-4 PM (3-4 PM Q&A period) Saturday, June 20th Work Session 
10 AM-5 PM Sunday, June 21st Work Session 
9 AM-9 PM (11 AM-Noon Q&A period) Monday, June 22nd Work Session 
9 AM-Noon Tuesday, June 23rd Closing Session 

 
Q&A periods are specific times where the teams will be prepared to give updates on their 
progress. At the workshop’s conclusion, the teams will have identified a number of 
strategies that promote integrated water management and resiliency and are applicable for 
communities across Hampton Roads.  
 
Mr. Ben McFarlane, HRPDC Senior Regional Planner, will brief the Commission on this 
topic. 
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NOTE: This item is for informational purposes only. 
 

http://www.livingwithwater.com/
http://www.rebuildbydesign.org/
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Workshop Partners 
 

Royal Netherlands Embassy 
Mr. Dale Morris 

Senior Economist 
dale.morris@minbuza.nl 

Hampton Roads Planning District Commission 
Ms. Whitney Katchmark, P.E. 

Principal Water Resources Engineer 
wkatchmark@hrpdcva.gov 
Mr. Ben McFarlane, AICP 
Senior Regional Planner 

bmcfarlane@hrpdcva.gov 
 

City of Hampton 
Ms. Gayle Hicks, P.E. 

Water Resources Engineer 
ghicks@hampton.gov 

 
Mr. Matt Smith 

City Planner 
mssmith@hampton.gov 

 

City of Norfolk 
Mr. Ron Williams 

Deputy City Manager 
ron.williams@norfolk.gov 

 
Ms. Christine Morris 

Chief Resilience Officer 
Christine.Morris@norfolk.gov 

 
McNeilan & Associates 
Mr. Tom McNeilan, P.E. 

Partner & Principal Engineer 
tom@mcneilan.com 

Waggonner & Ball Architects 
Mr. David Waggonner, FAIA 

President 
david@wbarchitects.com 
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